" but I have had very bad success to-day; for I have been
riding up and down all this morning without meeting with
any prize," Whitney, upon this, wished him better luck
and took his leave, really supposing him to be what he
pretended.
At night it was the fortune of Whitney and this impostor
to put up at the same inn, when our gentleman told some
other travellers by what a stratagem he had escaped being
robbed on the road. Whitney had so altered his habit and
speech that the gentleman did not know him again ; so that
he heard all the story without being taken any notice of.
Among other things he heard him tell one of the company,
softly, that he had saved a hundred pounds by his contriv-
ance. The person to whom he whispered this was going the
same way the next morning, and said he also had a con-
siderable sum about him, and, if he pleased, should be glad
to travel with him for security. It was agreed between
them, and Whitney at the same time resolved to make one
with them.
When morning came our fellow-travellers set out, and
Whitney about a quarter of an hour after them. All the
discourse of the gentlemen was about cheating the highway-
men, if they should meet with any, and all Whitney's
thoughts were upon being revenged for the abuse which
was put on him the day before.
At a convenient place he got before them and bade them
stand. The gentleman whom he had met before, not know-
ing him, he having disguised himself after another manner,
briskly cried out: " We were going to say the same to you,
sir." " Were you so? " quoth Whitney. " And*are you of
my profession then ? " " Yes," said they both. " If you are,"
replied Whitney, " I suppose you remember the old proverb,
* Two of a trade can never agree,' so that you must not expect
any favour on that score. But to be plain, gentlemen, the
trick will do no longer. I know you very well, and must have
your hundred pounds, sir; and your considerable sum, sir,"
turning to the other, " let it be what it will, or I shall make
bold to send a brace of bullets through each of your heads.